Selective Text Marking

When you are reading, you should mark the text to remind yourself where important information is located. 

The highlighting function on the computer is designed for this, but on the paper-based FCAT, you must use a pencil.  For the paper-based FCAT, you can underline, circle, put stars or asterisks, etc. but it should be a method you are comfortable with. 
Mark the text when you come across the following:

1. The main idea

2. Information that begins with first, next, last, etc. 
3. Lists or numbered lists
4. Definitions
5. Brief description or list of characteristics of something
6. Causes (reasons why) 

7. Effects (what the result was)
8. Problem(s)/Solution(s) 
9. Parts/layers/sections of something
10. Any similarities or differences mentioned
11. Facts that come after a date (In 1942…)
12. Names or other important nouns
13. Statistics or number facts
14. Words in italics or bold
Don’t highlight:

1. Long descriptions

2. Long explanations

3. Examples (unless the definition is hard to understand, then highlight only one example that helps make it clearer)

4. Whole sentences (Don’t mark whole sentences if a phrase will be enough to remind you of the fact.)
5. Information that seems “extra” even if its interesting
Always try to think like a teacher. Ask yourself, “Would this make a good test question?”
