AP LITERATURE SUMMER READING PROJECTS 2008
Assignments must be typed! Use 12 point Arial or Times New Roman font.

I KNOW ABOUT SPARKNOTES AND THE INTERNET, SO DON’T BE TEMPTED TO CHEAT! PLAGIARISM IS A SERIOUS OFFENSE AND WILL RESULT IN FAILING THE ENTIRE ASSIGNMENT!
Use quotes and specific references to the text, including page numbers when relevant, in your responses to these assignments. Work on the projects as you read the books! Annotate your books and take notes.
PROJECTS MUST FOLLOW MLA-STYLE GUIDELINES as outlined in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. An overview can be found at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/.
THINGS FALL APART, CHINUA ACHEBE
Due at the beginning of the second week of school

THERE ARE TWO PARTS FOR THE THINGS FALL APART BOOK PROJECT.

DO BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING

1. Write an essay in which you (a) briefly describe the standards of the society in which Okonkwo exists [based on information contained within the novel—no outside research!] and (b) show how he is affected by and responds to those standards. In your essay do not merely summarize the plot. 

2. Select three excerpts between three-quarters (3/4) of a page and one and one-half (1 1/2) of a page.  Photocopy and attach the excerpts to a sheet of computer paper.  

Annotate the passages, looking for figurative language, diction, syntax, imagery, symbolism, characterization, and anything else relevant. You must have at least four elements annotated.  For each element, write two to three sentences discussing how the element is used and its importance to both the passage and the work as a whole.

Then defend each passage in two to three sentences as key to the novel based on one or more of these aspects:

· narrative technique (the author's style, how the novel is written)

· characterization

· portrayal of society in the novel

· perspectives on the human condition (make sure you understand what “human condition” means)

· statement of theme that is developed in the novel

JANE EYRE, CHARLOTTE BRONTE
Due at the beginning of the third week of school

THERE ARE THREE PARTS FOR THE JANE EYRE BOOK PROJECT.

DO BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING

1. In some works of literature, a character who appears briefly, or does not appear at all, is a significant presence.  Write an essay in which you show how such a character functions in Jane Eyre. You may wish to discuss how the character affects action, theme, or the development of other characters. Avoid plot summary. 

2. Quote a minimum of 10 sentences that precisely define characters, theme, internal and external conflict, symbolism, style, or significant moments in the plot.  Explain their relevance.  Choose one sentence that you might define as the key sentence in the novel and defend your choice.

SELECT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TWO CHOICES. Both require research. Please use a reputable source for your information. Cite your sources, but use independent thought in answering the questions.
· Jane Eyre has been called a gothic novel.  Define a gothic novel and describe the different elements.  In what ways does Jane Eyre fit into this genre?  In what ways does it stray from the genre? Explain the importance of gothic elements to the novel as a whole.

· Research how Victorian beliefs and feminist beliefs define the ideal woman.  Explain how the character of Jane Eyre fits both ideals.  Decide which one is dominant and defend your choice.
Have questions? You can reach me over the summer via email: tburger@dadeschools.net. Expect a response within three days. FYI—I won’t be available July 23-August 4. 
