Advanced Placement World History
Mr. Marshall

Guns, Germs, and Steel Summer Reading
You are about to read the book Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond. This book is available in most libraries. It is also available in nearly every bookstore in the area and through Amazon.com.

This book deals with the origin of the civilizations in the world and why some societies in Asia, Europe and North Africa had an advantage over societies in the sub-Saharan Africa, the Americas and Australia. 

You should write a report on the book which answers the following questions:

1. Explain Yali’s question and its implications.

2. How does Diamond answer Yali’s question in the following areas:

a. Agriculture

b. Domesticated animals

c. Technology

d. Geography

e. Diseases

3. Why do Diamond’s theories not work when comparing China and the United States? What do you think accounts for the economic differences between these two countries?


The report should be at least 4 pages (single spaced, 12 size font) and should include references to page numbers when quoting or referring to Diamond’s book.

The report is due on August 21, 2008.

Any questions over the summer, contact me via e-mail at dmarshall@dadeschools.net
