Senior CAP NOTES 
John A Ferguson High School
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Colleges look for:

· Making the grade: Your GPA and the classes you are taking say a lot about the type of student you will be.

· How’s your initiative?  You will be judged by whether you took advantage of the opportunities around you, both in school and in your community.

· Recommendations do count! Teacher and counselor recommendations depict how you perform in a classroom setting as well as your academic performance.

· What’s in a score?  SAT and ACT scores are used in conjunction with other application components.

· Be committed.  Extra-curricular activities are important.  It is a good idea to focus on a select group of activities at school or in your community.

· Your essay is your chance to shine! A good essay can definitely add to your application. 

[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf]THE SAT AND ACT…These tests are used by colleges and universities in evaluating a student’s ability perform at a collegiate level. Most colleges will accept either test.  College bound students should take both the SAT and ACT at least once to determine their strengths and weaknesses on a particular test.  Many colleges and universities are requiring the Writing portion which is part of the SAT, but optional for the ACT tests. Please check with colleges and universities before registering.

SAT Subject Tests:  Subject Tests (formerly SAT II) are designed to measure your knowledge and skills in particular subject areas, as well as your ability to apply that knowledge. Only certain colleges and universities require these tests.
Subject tests are offered on the same date as the SAT reasoning test, however, students can take either the SAT, or Subject Tests on a single test date. 

If you are applying to schools that require Subject Tests you should contact each school to find out which tests are required or recommended.

Early Decision/Action Bypass  

If you know where you want to go to college, and you’re reasonably happy with your grades and test scores, then you may consider the Early Decision Bypass.  Remember under Early Decision you’re committing yourself if you’re accepted.   

If you apply early to your first choice school (October or November early deadline) you may be finished with your journey by mid-December.  An Early Action option exists for freshman applicants who wish to find out their status earlier than the spring notification date.  Students applying under the Early Action program may keep their options open to hear from other schools (this option may be different for some schools).

Applications to state universities in Florida are available online. Use the FACTS.org online common admissions application to apply to multiple participating Florida colleges and universities at one time.

Famu: www.famu.edu 

FAU: www.fau.edu
FAU Honors College: www.honorscollege.edu
Florida Gulf Coast: www.fgcu.edu
FIU: www.fiu.edu
FSU: www.fsu.edu
UF: www.ufl.edu
UNF: www.unf.edu
USF: www.usf.edu
New College of Florida: www.ncf.edu
UWF: www.uwf.edu
KEEP THESE NUMBERS HANDY…
CEEB Code for Ferguson High: 101846
NCAA Clearing House code:        9999

NATIONAL TEST CALENDAR
2007-2008 ACT:    

Test Date
Registration
Late



Deadline
Deadline

 9/15         
8/10          
8/24
10/27
        
9/21         
10/5
12/8
         
11/2
   
11/15 

2/9

1/4

1/18
4/12     
3/7

3/21
6/14

5/9

5/23


ACT Plus Writing option available

TEST COST:  $30.00



ACT Plus Writing:$44.50



Late fee: add $19.00

2007-2008 SAT & Subject Tests

Test Date
Regular
Late



Deadline
Deadline

10/06   
9/10

9/14
11/3

10/2

10/11

12/1

10/30

11/8
1/26

12/26

1/4

3/1   
            1/29

2/7
5/3

4/1

4/10
6/7

5/6

5/15
TEST COST:  SAT: $43.00



 Subject Tests: Varies



 Late fee $22.00

REMINDER! Registration and test-taking strategies are available online at: www.act.org for the ACT, and at www.collegeboard.com for SAT. Also, registration packets for these tests are available at Student Services or outside the CAP Office in room 826G, Guidance Office.


[image: image8.wmf]FEE WAIVERS:  A limited amount of fee waivers are available for those students who participate in the free or reduced lunch program. Fill out a fee waiver request form, available in front of the CAP office, room 23.  Eligible students will only be able to receive two Act test fee waiver (new this year), two SAT Reasoning waivers and two SAT Subject test waivers.  You will also be able to receive up to four college application fee waivers. 

TRANSCRIPTS:  You will need to send a transcript to each college you apply to.  You can request transcripts in the student services office.  
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 ATTENTION:

Know deadlines for each college and scholarship and give yourself enough time to accumulate all the materials needed to meet those deadlines.  Remember, recommendations take time to write so give teachers and counselors ample time (at least two or three weeks).  You will not get a second chance if you miss a deadline.

It is a good idea to use a calendar and mark all the deadlines for tests, applications, Financial Aid forms, interviews, etc.

SCHOLARSHIPS & FINANCIAL AID         

CSS Profile: Most selective schools require a CSS profile prior to completing financial aid applications.  Therefore, it is imperative that you check with the schools as soon as possible or online prior to applying to find out if the profile is required. Online registration and more information are available at

www.collegeboard.com, or by calling 1-800-778-6888.
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Scholarships don’t fall from the sky.  It is never too early to begin your scholarship search.  A Scholarship Bulletin is published once a month and emailed to your all teachers. The Scholarship Bulletin is also available at the Ferguson homepage, http://ferguson.dadeschools.net.  Filling out applications for scholarships is a tedious job; however, a little perseverance will pay off at the end.  
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Financial Aid includes grants, loans, and work-study. Students apply for Federal Financial Aid after January 1st of their senior year in high school.  Applications and more information are available at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Workshops will be held to assist in filling out Financial Aid forms including the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). In addition, students must apply for the Florida State Financial Aid at www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org to be considered for state aid and scholarships including Bright Futures.

NCAA Clearing House: Before an athlete student can play or receive a scholarship at a Division I or II college, he/she must meet the specific academic criteria as set forth by the NCAA. Please see Mr. Legg or Ms. Murphy for more information or visit www.ncaa.org. 

NCAA Clearing House Code for SAT/ACT: 9999

COLLEGE VISITS
Many colleges host local presentations, or send admissions representatives to Ferguson to inform students about their school’s application process.  Listen to the morning announcements daily! When colleges are scheduled, you may by Mrs. Medina’s office, room 23, to sign up to attend these presentations. 

 Mrs. Medina is located in room 23 and has an open door policy during lunch.  Mrs. Medina will be meeting with all seniors through the months of September and October.  See you soon!
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Are you planning to attend college?
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Class of 2008





If so, your college application process begins TODAY!
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