The selections for summer reading for AP Government should not be too onerous. First, I would like the students to read a book entitled:

U.S. History for Dummies, by Steve Weigand

One of the major hurdles we had to overcome this year was the students’ lack of a foundational knowledge of American History. The course and text are premised on the assumption that the student taking government has already studied US History. As the title suggests, the book is a light-hearted, fun read that will still give the students the background necessary for the course. In addition, I would like for them to go online to any one of numerous sites that have the text of Alexis DeToqueville’s Democracy in America. It is no longer copyrighted and can be found by googling the title and the word "text". Here is one site I found:
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~Hyper/DETOC/toc_indx.html
From that book I would like the students to read the chapters entitled:

The Author's Preface.
The Principle of the Sovereignty of the People of North America. 

The Necessity of Examining the Condition of the States Before that of the Union at Large. 

The Federal Constitution. 

And near the very end of all the volumes:

What sort of Despotism Democratic Nations have to Fear.
II have included my email address at the bottom of this. Students should feel free to email me if they have any questions.
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