English III through ESOL – Grade 11

Mrs. J Goldsmith Ed.S
 

 COURSE OVERVIEW
This course is designed to strengthen and enhance the English language skills and to broaden the horizon of individual knowledge so as to insure success throughout the school years and beyond.  The course will be structured around the following components:
 
LITERATURE
The student will be exposed to a variety of American literary works in various genres and points of view.  From this exposure and analysis, the student will be able to gain new insights and will begin to develop a deeper appreciation of self and others.  In addition, this component seeks to solidify the value of reading as a lifelong activity.
 
COMPOSITION
The student will engage in a variety of self-initiated and teacher-initiated writing activities for a wide variety of purposes –most importantly of which to gain a stronger command of Standard American English.  Regularly, students will complete polished writing in a variety of formats that will include narrative, persuasive, biographical, analytical, and creative pieces.  The student will be involved in self, peer, and teacher editing to ensure the mastery of conventions used in Standard American English.  In addition, students will maintain an active writing journal and a portfolio that will contain works in progress and polished/completed works.
 
LANGUAGE/WORD STUDY
The student will expand his/her personal active vocabulary and will engage in structural analysis to meaning (using prefixes, suffixes, root words, possessives, plurals, verb tenses, and etymologies).  The student will also recognize the connotative and denotative interpretation of terms and will come to understand abstract word relationships (SAT / ACT test preparation). 
 
LISTENING/SPEAKING/VIEWING
The student will gain and demonstrate appropriate listening and/or viewing skills and in turn, will be able to recognize major points of emphasis by identifying facts, details, sequence, and other literal content.  The student will also formulate questions and participate in classroom discussions that utilize higher level thinking skills (analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating).  In addition, the student will receive instruction in the design, deliverance, and evaluation of oral presentations.
 
INFORMATIONAL READING/INFORMATION LITERACY/STUDY and TEST-TAKING SKILLS
The student will learn to use effective reading strategies in a variety of written materials.  Finally, the student will learn the appropriateness of different styles of reading and develop study skills and test-taking strategies, which can enhance performance across the curriculum.
 
 Daily Routines: 
    Please be on time.  After 3 tardies you will be issued a detention and every time after. (This rule applies to each nine weeks.) 
    Absolutely No food or drink,  No gum chewing,  No grooming, and No playing cards in class.  
    Like at the movies, make sure all cell phones and electronic devices are turned off once you enter this room. Miami-Dade county policy is that they are prohibited. If I see it or hear it, I will have to confiscate it.
    You must adhere to the dress code which includes wearing proper uniform attire and your ID at all times.
    Mind your language.
    Give up that dream of being a trash can basketball champion. 
· Passes will be limited and you must sign out before leaving the room.  Be aware that passes are not during the first and last 10 minutes of class, or after 2pm. 
· Be considerate of others;
· Be prepared for class;
· Be present and on time
· Substitute teachers are to be given the same respect as the regular teacher. 
· All distractions will be either confiscated in accordance with school policy or discarded.

· All distractions will be either confiscated in accordance with school policy or discarded.
· THE DRESS CODE IS ENFORCED AT ALL TIMES…EVEN DURING SIXTH  PERIOD. 
· Use the restroom between classes or during lunch. Passes are given only in a dire emergency. If you have a health problem that necessitates constant use of the restroom, your parents should notify your teachers. 
 Goals/Objectives
· Develop higher order, critical reading/thinking skills to provide oral/written insightful, analytical commentary.

· Write in a variety of styles for a variety of purposes and audiences including, but not limited to, persuasive, descriptive, narrative and expository writing.

· Apply decoding/context skills to new vocabulary through a variety of texts.

· Create a working repertoire of terminology specialized towards the analysis of literature and composition.

· Participate in real world simulations, through the infusion of technology throughout the curriculum, such as researching and synthesizing information for presentations and the sharing of information.
Absences and tardiness 

· It is the responsibility of the student to request make-up work for absences. This can be done before/after class THE FIRST DAY YOU ARE BACK, NOT A WEEK BEFORE GRADES ARE DUE! 
· Make-up work is DUE MONDAY/TUESDAY OF THE FOLLOWING WEEK. 
· If an assignment was due on the date of your absence, it is due upon your return and only with an excused admit. If a quiz/test was given during your absence, it is to be made up upon your return before school.
· UNEXCUSED ABSENCES WILL DIRECTLY AFFECT YOUR CONDUCT GRADE. 
· There will be a consequence after the second tardy and then two detentions will be given for each tardy after the third and a letter grade drop in conduct.
· Field trips and athletic events do not excuse assignments from being turned in on time. Make sure you turn in your work BEFORE you are out. 
· Materials -Please bring to class everyday 
     Journal (spiral notebook)
     5-subject notebook (not spiral)
    Bilingual   dictionary for ESOL 1/2 & thesaurus for all
     personal supplies (paper, pen, pencil, highlighter, white-out)
     yourself   
· Scholarship 

· Grading is based on MDCPS's scale. There is no curving of this scale. 
· Typical Assignment weights 
· 1 letter grade-Daily class work/homework: 
· 2 grades-Writing Assignments
· 3 grades-Tests and Quizzes
· 4 to 5 grades-Major projects and papers 
· If a student does not complete an assignment, he/she will receive a "0". This is worth 2 "F's. Lack of class participation and preparation will result in academic grade cuts. 
· Homework will be assigned each class meeting.

· Late Assignments

· The student is responsible for bringing to class all assignments that are required.  You are allowed to turn in one (1) late assignment per quarter with no penalty (“late” means it is to be turned in the next school day by 7:25 am).  After that assignment, no late work will be accepted—NO EXCEPTIONS.  No assignments will be accepted more than one SCHOOL day (not block day) late.  A “LATE ASSIGNMENT” form (ask teacher for one) must be paper clipped to all late assignments.  Late assignments may be e-mailed if you are absent the next school day, but the form must still be completed.  E-mails must be sent by 7:25 am.  EXCEPTION:  Major projects may not be turned in late under any circumstances!!!

· Cheating/Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a double “F” on the assignment and the lowering of your conduct grade on the report card.  Parents will be notified and a referral will be sent to the Honor Committee.

English III through ESOL 2008-09 TENTATIVE Course Syllabus
	Skill Area
	1st Quarter Thematic Focus:

 How do I make my life
 worth living?


”I Have a Dream”—MLK Jr.
	2nd Quarter Thematic Focus:
 
How do I maintain 
my integrity?


“Ecrasons l’infâme”—Voltaire

	3rd Quarter Thematic Focus: 

How should the boundaries to what I can/should do be set?


”Knowledge is Power.”
—Sir Francis  Bacon
	4th Quarter Thematic Focus:
 
How do I fit into this world?


”No man is an island.”
—John Donne

	Literature


	Tentative Authors:

Bradford,Miller ,Edwards,Wheatley, MLK Jr, Malcolm X,Angelou
(Units 1 & 2)

Independent Reading:  
Impacting Persona (Non-fiction)
	Tentative Authors:
Cummings, Emerson, Longfellow, Ghandi, Thoreau, Whitman, Faulkner, King
(Units 3 & 4)

Independent Reading:

Buddy Books (fiction)
	Tentative Authors:
Dunbar, Fitzgerald, Cervantes, Hurston, Baldwin, Morrison

(Units 5 & 6)

Independent Reading:
Literary Circles-A taste of AP
	Tentative Authors:
MLK Jr., Soto, Eliot, Steinbeck, Cisneros
(Unit 7)

Independent Reading:
Short Story/Poetry Packets



	Composition
	Exposition:

· Literary Commentary

Persuasion:

· Logical Argument 

· Evaluation 

· Advertisement

Narration:

· Autobiographical Narrative 
	Exposition:

· Problem-Solution 

· Cause-Effect 

· Nomination Essay 
(Comparison-Contrast)

Persuasion:

· Independent Reading Essay

Writing Portfolio:  
· Exposition/Persuasive prompts 
	Exposition:

· Reporting Information

Persuasion:

· Literary Evaluation 

Creative Writing:

· Poetry 

· Short Story 


	Exposition/ Persuasion:

· Generalization 

· Reflective Essay

Portfolio:

· Review, revise, and rewrite



	Word Study


	· Style/Tone Adjectives

· Context Clues

· Word Maps
	· Style/Tone Adjectives

· Etymology
	· Style/Tone Adjectives


	· Style/Tone Adjectives



	Grammar
	· MLA Format

· Subject-Verb Agreement

· Active-Passive Voice

· Pronoun Use 
(1st, 2nd, 3rd  person)

· Using Quotes Effectively
	· Varying Sentence Structure

· Verb Tense Consistency 

· Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement

· Avoiding Fragments/ 
Run-on

· Parallelism
	· Improving Diction/Syntax

· Improving individual style
	· Re-teach weak areas

	Funct. Lit.
	· PSAT Preparation

· FCAT Writing (Persuasive)

· FCAT Reading Preparation
	· FCAT Writing (Expository)

· FCAT Reading Preparation
	· FCAT Writing 
     (Expository/Persuasive)

· FCAT Reading Preparation
	· Study Skills



	Multimedia/ Technology Infusion
	· Introduction to ESL Websites
· Career Portfolio

	· Music Lyrics/Art Appreciation

· PowerPoint Presentation of
	· Music Lyrics/ 
Art Appreciation 

· PowerPoint Presentation of Stories
	· Music Lyrics/ 
Art Appreciation 

·  
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